
Cambridge CSD Mascot Consideration 

Original Files from 2001 Decision to keep the Indian Mascot 

Item Page Numbers in 
Packet 

Notes: 

The 
psychological 
effects of Native 
American 
mascots: a 
comprehensive 
review of 
empirical 
research 
findings 

0-21 

This is a peer reviewed summary of a group of studies that 
points to the negative effects of Native American mascots. 

What if Instead 
of Calling People 
Out, We Call 
Them In? 

22-26 

NYT article about how to approach the other side in 
uncomfortable conversations. 

A school wants 
to change its 
nickname?  Here 
is what needs to 
be done 

27-30 

This article is about how to approach changing a 
nickname. 

How to Talk 
About Indian-
Themed 
Mascots 

31-34 

Article by Suit Up Maine to help address common 
statements made when people oppose retiring the 
mascot. 
Suit Up Maine is an independent, all-volunteer grassroots 
progressive group that seeks to build a more informed and 
engaged electorate in Maine. Founded in 2016, Suit Up 
Maine (SUM) is run by and for Mainers, and is not 
engaged in fundraising of any kind. Representing 
thousands of constituents across Maine’s 16 counties, 
SUM raises awareness of and advocates for policies and 
legislation that promote equity and equality in civil rights, 
social justice, health care, the environment, education, the 
economy, and other areas that affect the lives of all 
people. We are beholden to issues and action, not parties 
or politicians. https://www.suitupmaine.org/about-us/  

North Brookfield 
votes to end 
Native American 
school mascot 

35-36 

Article about a school that dropped its Native American 
mascot (School in Mass. Dropped ‘Indians’ in December 
2020 

Why the 
Cleveland 
Indians Will 

37-41 
Article in the Nation about why Cleveland dropped the 
“Indians” mascot recently. 

https://www.suitupmaine.org/about-us/


Change Their 
Name 

Deadspin: Fake 
Indian rides to 
defense of racist 
school mascot 

42-43 

https://www.indianz.com/News/2015/016668.asp  
 
This is an article from 2015.  Lancaster is now the 
“Legends” 

The Fight to Ban 
Native American 
Mascots is Very 
Local, And Very 
Slow 

44-47 

This article describes how and why the process is slow 
going. It can be found on the FORBES website: 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/bobcook/2019/05/22/the-
fight-to-ban-native-american-mascots-is-very-local-and-
very-slow/?sh=3bcccb9e3d7a  

The Mascot 
Wars Will Never 
End 

48-52 

This article is mainly about the University of Illinois 
dropping the Chief Illiniwek mascot and how there is often 
a boomerang effect when dealing with these issues.  The 
article can be found at: 
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2020/03/the-mascot-
wars-will-never-end.html A New Yorker Magazine website.  
The video in the article can be found there.  

Some Prominent 
Native American 
Logo Changes 
Through the 
Years 

53 

Simple graphic showing the change in branding by various 
pro sports teams. 

Hundreds of 
Schools Are Still 
Using Native 
Americans As 
Team Mascots 

54-62 

This article is well-written and outlines the hesitancy 
found when facing the retirement of a traditional mascot. 
 
Found on the ABC News Website: 
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/hundreds-of-schools-
are-still-using-native-americans-as-team-mascots/  

For Opponents 
of Native 
American 
Nicknames, 
2020 Has 
Brought Hope 

63-65 

This NYT article points out the momentum currently seen 
for removing Native American mascots and logos. 
 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/18/sports/nicknames-
mascots-native-americans.html  

Mative 
American 
mascots, 
nicknames get 
new scrutiny 

66-68 

Article in the August 2020 OnBoard issue by NYSSBA 
discusses the new scrutiny that became focused on the 
issue last spring/summer. 

 

Key Points: 

• There is a growing national momentum to change these nicknames, logos, and mascots 

• The process is long and slow-moving 
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